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1
MULTI-POINT LOCKING SYSTEM AND
ASTRAGAL

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of U.S. application Ser. No.
12/390,976 filed Feb. 23, 2009, the content of which is incor-
porated by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention generally relates to locks, and more particu-
larly relates to a multi-point locking system for securing a
swinging door panel in a closed position and an astragal
incorporating such a multi-point locking system.

BACKGROUND

Exterior entryways of modern homes and buildings often
include cooperating pairs of swinging doors commonly
referred to as double doors or French doors. Such doors
include an inactive swinging door panel, and an adjacent
active swinging door panel. The sets of doors may swing
inwardly into the structure (so-called “inswing” doors), or
may swing outwardly from the structure (so-called “out-
swing” doors). The inactive door panel typically includes a
generally T-shaped astragal mounted along the entire extent
of its non-hinged vertical edge. As used herein, the term
“astragal” generally means an elongated member attached to
and substantially coextensive with the non-hinged vertical
edge of one of a pair of swinging double doors. In a conven-
tional arrangement, an astragal is mounted along the non-
hinged vertical edge of an inactive door panel, and provides a
stop against which a cooperating active door panel strikes
when both door panels are closed.

In its simplest form, an astragal consists of a single length
of wooden molding attached along the non-hinged edge of an
inactive door panel by screws, nails, or the like. Such simple
astragals serve no role in fixing an inactive swinging door
panel in a closed position in a doorway. Instead, special
unrelated locking hardware is required for that purpose. Such
locking hardware can be internally mounted within specially
formed pockets or recesses within the body of the inactive
door panel. Such pockets or recesses must be specially
formed in the edge of the door by routing, milling, chiseling,
or the like. The locking hardware typically includes indepen-
dently operable top and bottom shoot bolts which are received
in specially drilled bores in the top and bottom of the inactive
door panel proximate to the door panel’s non-hinged vertical
edge. When extended, the top and bottom shoot bolts selec-
tively engage aligned pockets or holes in the top jamb and
doorsill of the associated doorway, thereby fixing the inactive
door panel in a closed position. When retracted, the top and
bottom shoot bolts permit the inactive door panel to swing
open. Both the top and bottom shoot bolts typically are actu-
ated by either a slide or lever mechanism installed along the
non-hinged vertical edge of the inactive door panel.

Some modern astragals for inactive door panels include
vertically moveable top and bottom shoot bolts disposed in a
flush-mounted elongated housing. One such astragal is
describedin U.S. Pat. No. 6,491,326 to Endura Products, Inc.,
for example. Like the simple astragal described above, the
housing of such locking astragals is surface-mounted along
the non-hinged vertical edge of an inactive door panel, and
provides a stop for a cooperating active door panel. When the
inactive panel is closed and the top and bottom shoot bolts are
vertically extended, the top and bottom shoot bolts are respec-
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tively received in pockets or holes in the top jamb and doorsill
of'the associated doorway, thereby fixing the inactive panel in
a closed position. In order to permit the inactive panel to be
opened, the top and bottom shoot bolts can be selectively
retracted from their associated pockets or holes in the door-
frame. The top and bottom shoot bolts can be vertically
extended and retracted by a lever or slide actuating mecha-
nism disposed within the housing. Unlike shoot bolt mecha-
nisms that must be internally installed within specially
formed recesses or pockets in a door, such locking astragals
can be removably installed relatively easily on a substantially
planar external surface or surfaces of an inactive door panel.

The active door panel of a pair of double swinging doors
commonly includes conventional locking door hardware.
Such hardware may include a conventional door handle lock-
set like that used for a single swinging door. In such an
arrangement, the latch bolt of the lockset is received in an
aligned strike plate recess milled in the non-hinged vertical
edge of the cooperating inactive door panel, or in an astragal
attached along the non-hinged vertical edge of the cooperat-
ing inactive door panel. For added security, a conventional
deadbolt also may be installed in the active door panel. Like
the lockset bolt described above, the bolt of the deadbolt is
received in an aligned strike plate recess milled in the non-
hinged vertical edge of the cooperating inactive door panel or
an associated astragal.

For further additional security and strength, multi-point
locking systems are known that can be specially installed
within the non-hinged vertical edge of an active door panel. In
such an arrangement, a lock case is recessed within a spe-
cially milled lock case pocket in the non-hinged vertical edge
of an active swinging door panel. The lock case encloses an
actuating mechanism. Upper and lower actuating rods or bars
upwardly and downwardly extend from the lock case to upper
and lower latch bolt housings, respectively. The independent
upper and lower latch bolt housings contain latch bolt mecha-
nisms, and are recessed within specially formed latch bolt
pockets or recesses in the non-hinged vertical edge of the
active swinging door panel. Operation of the actuating
mechanism causes selective vertical movement of the actuat-
ing rods or bars, which in turn cause a latch bolt to laterally
extend and outwardly protrude from each latch bolt housing.
When extended, each latch bolt engages a mating opening or
recess in an adjacent frame member, inactive door panel,
astragal, or the like, thereby securing the active door panel in
a closed position. An elongated faceplate may be attached to
the edge face of the vertical edge of the door to conceal
portions of the mechanism that are recessed within the edge of
the door. Preferably, the upper latch bolt is positioned proxi-
mate to a top of the door’s vertical edge, and the lower latch
bolt is positioned proximate to a bottom of the door’s edge.
Similar recessed devices are known that include vertically
extending latch bolts. Multi-point latching systems of this
type are known to provide a stronger, more secure closure
than single-point locks positioned at or near the mid-height of
a door. Unfortunately, such multi-point locks are difficult and
costly to install due to the extensive preparation of the door
edges required to assemble the recessed portions of the lock-
ing mechanisms in the doors.

Accordingly, there is a need for a surface-mounted multi-
point locking system for the non-hinged vertical edge of an
inactive swinging panel that includes multiple latches for
securely engaging a cooperating swinging active door panel
at multiple points along the edge of the active door. In addi-
tion, there is a need for such a surface-mounting locking
device for an inactive panel of a pair of double swinging
panels that also fixes the inactive panel within a frame. Fur-
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thermore, there is a need for a multi-point locking device that
provides the added security of known recessed multi-point
door locking systems, but does not require expensive custom
preparation of a door’s edge in order to install the device.
There also is a need for a multipoint locking system for single
swinging door panels.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, an astragal can include a first shoot
bolt that is movable between a retracted position and an
extended position. A seal block can be movable between a
non-sealing position and a sealing position and can include a
bolt passage therethrough. The first shoot bolt can be slidably
disposed in the passage. An actuator can be configured to
selectively move the first shoot bolt between the retracted
position and the extended position and to selectively move the
seal block between the non-sealing position and the sealing
position. A first spring can be configured to bias the first bolt
toward the extended position when the first shoot bolt is in the
extended position. A second spring can be configured to bias
the seal block toward the sealing position when the seal block
is in the sealing position. A first force exerted by the first
spring on the first shoot bolt can be greatest when the first bolt
is in the extended position, and a second force exerted by the
second spring on the seal block can be greatest when the seal
block is in the sealing position.

In another embodiment, a multipoint locking system can
include a body having an upper aperture and a lower aperture
therein. An upper latch pawl can be disposed in the upper
aperture and can be pivotable about a first vertical axis
between a first retracted position and a first extended position.
A lower latch pawl can be disposed in the lower aperture and
can be pivotable about a second vertical axis between a sec-
ond retracted position and a second extended position. At
least one actuator can be configured to move the upper and
lower latch pawls between their retracted and extended posi-
tions.

In a further embodiment, a latch keeper for use with a
locking system having a cooperating latch pawl can include a
base having an aperture therein. A keeper pawl can be pivot-
ally disposed within the aperture and can be movable between
an extended position and a retracted position. The keeper
pawl can be configured for engagement with a catch portion
of the cooperating latch pawl when the latch pawl is in an
extended position.

In an additional embodiment, an astragal can include an
elongated housing having an upper end and a lower end. The
housing can be configured for external attachment along a
non-hinged vertical edge of a swinging door panel. An upper
shoot bolt can be slidably disposed in the housing proximate
to the upper end, and can be movable between a retracted
position and an extended position. A lower shoot bolt can be
slidably disposed in the housing proximate to the lower end,
and can be movable between a recessed position and a
deployed position. An actuator can include a lever that is
selectively movable between an unlocked position and a
locked position, and can be operatively coupled to both the
upper shoot bolt and the lower shoot bolt. When the lever is in
the unlocked position, the upper shoot bolt can be in its
retracted position and the lower shoot bolt can be in its
recessed position, and when the lever is in the locked position,
the upper shoot bolt can be in its extended position and the
lower shoot bolt can be in its deployed position.

In another embodiment, a multipoint locking system can be
provided for a door panel having a non-hinged vertical edge
and that is pivotally disposed within a doorframe having a
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vertical frame member that is proximate to the non-hinged
vertical edge when the door panel is in a closed position in the
doorframe. The locking system can include an upper latch
pawl that is disposed in an upper aperture in the vertical frame
member and that is pivotable about a first vertical axis
between a first retracted position and a first extended position.
The locking system also can include a lower latch pawl that is
disposed in a lower aperture in the vertical frame member and
that is pivotable about a second vertical axis between a second
retracted position and a second extended position. An actua-
tor can be operatively coupled to both the upper and lower
latch pawls and can be configured to substantially simulta-
neously move the upper and lower latch pawls between their
retracted and extended positions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an elevation view of one embodiment of a multi-
point locking astragal assembly according to the invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the multi-point locking
astragal assembly shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2A is adetail view of an upper portion of the exploded
assembly shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 2B is a detail view of a middle portion of the exploded
assembly shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 2C a detail view of a lower portion of the exploded
assembly shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of an upper portion of the
multi-point locking astragal assembly taken along offset sec-
tion line 3-3 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of a lower portion of the
multi-point locking astragal assembly taken along offset sec-
tion line 4-4 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of one embodiment
of an upper shoot bolt assembly.

FIG. 6A is an elevation view of a lower shoot bolt assembly
with its shoot bolt in a retracted position.

FIG. 6B is an elevation view of a lower shoot bolt assembly
with its shoot bolt in a partially extended position.

FIG. 6C is an elevation view of a lower shoot bolt assembly
with its shoot bolt in a fully extended position.

FIG. 6D is an elevation view of the opposite side of the
lower shoot bolt assembly shown in FIG. 6C.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a multi-
point latch actuator assembly.

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of the multi-point
latch actuator assembly shown in FIG. 7.

FIG. 9A is a schematic elevation view of one embodiment
of'a multi-point latch mechanism in an unlocked position.

FIG. 9B is a top plan view of the multi-point latch mecha-
nism shown in FIG. 9A.

FIG. 10A is a schematic diagram of the multi-point latch
mechanism shown FIGS. 9A and 9B showing the mechanism
in a locked position.

FIG. 10B is a top plan view of the multi-point latch mecha-
nism shown in FIG. 10A.

FIG. 11A is a cross-sectional view taken through the upper
latch of a multi-point locking system with the latch in an
unlocked position.

FIG. 11B is a cross-sectional view taken through the upper
latch of a multi-point locking system with the latch in a locked
position.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a latch actuation member
for use in a multi-point locking system.

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of a latch pawl for use in a
multi-point locking system.
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FIG. 14 is an elevation view showing a latch pawl engaged
with a latch actuation member in a multi-point locking sys-
tem.

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a latch
keeper for use with a multi-point locking system.

FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view of the latch keeper shown
in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 is an exploded perspective view of the latch keeper
shown in FIG. 15.

FIG. 18 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of a
latch keeper for use with a multi-point locking system.

FIG. 19 is another perspective view of the second embodi-
ment of a latch keeper shown in FIG. 18.

FIG. 20 is an exploded perspective view of the latch keeper
shown in FIGS. 18 and 19.

FIG. 21 is a cross sectional view of the latch keeper shown
in FIGS. 18-20 taken along line 21-21 in FIG. 18.

FIG. 22 is perspective view of a door frame member having
a multi-point locking system.

DESCRIPTION

One embodiment of a surface-mounting multi-point lock-
ing astragal 10 for an inactive door panel is shown in FIGS.
1-4. As shown in FIG. 1, the astragal 10 can include an
elongated body 12 having an upper shoot bolt 14 disposed at
an upper end and a lower shoot bolt 16 disposed at a lower
end. A shoot bolt actuator 22 can be provided for selectively
extending and retracting the shoot bolts 14, 16. In the embodi-
ment shown in the drawings, the shoot bolt actuator 22 is a
lever-type actuator of a type known in the art. A strike plate 20
can be positioned along the astragal 10 to receive a door knob
latch bolt from a cooperating active door panel (not shown).
The astragal 10 can also include a dead bolt plate 18 for
receiving a deadbolt from a cooperating active door panel. A
plurality of body trim plates 28 can be provided between the
various components. The astragal 10 also can include an
upper multi-point latch pawl 24 positioned along an upper
portion of the body 12 and a lower multi-point latch pawl 26
positioned along a lower portion of the body 12.

Further details of the astragal 10 can be seen in the
exploded views shown in FIGS. 2, 2A and 2B. An upper trim
cap 30 can be provided on the upper end of the body 12, and
a lower trim cap 32 can be provided on the lower end of the
body 12. The trim caps 30, 32 provide the ends of the astragal
10 with a finished appearance. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 2A,
the upper shoot bolt 14 can be disposed within an upper shoot
bolt assembly 50. Similarly, the lower shoot bolt 16 can be
disposed within a lower shoot bolt assembly 60. As shown in
FIG. 2, the upper and lower shoot bolt assemblies 50, 60 can
be respectively connected to the shoot bolt actuator 22 by
upper and lower shoot bolt actuator links 11, 13. As shown in
FIGS. 2 and 2B, a multi-point latch actuator assembly 40 can
be disposed behind the dead bolt plate 18. One or more push
rods 25 can operably connect the upper and lower latch pawls
24, 26 to the multi-point latch actuator 40. As described
below, the multi-point latch actuator 40 can be configured to
simultaneously extend the upper and lower multi-point latch
pawls 24, 26 when a deadbolt from a cooperating swinging
door panel is received in the dead bolt plate 14 and the
actuator 40.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show a cross-sectional profile of one
embodiment of an astragal 10 having a body 12. The body 12
can be configured for attachment along a non-hinged vertical
edge 202 of an inactive door panel 200. An outwardly extend-
ing edge portion 17 of the body 12 provides a stop for a
cooperating active door panel 100. A resilient seal 19 can be
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attached along the edge portion 17 to provide a weather seal
between the astragal 10 and an associated swinging active
panel 100.

One embodiment of an upper shoot bolt assembly 50 is
shown in FIG. 5. In this embodiment, the upper shoot bolt 14
can be slidably received in a sliding upper seal block 51
having opposed grooves 56. The opposed grooves 56 can each
receive a track 54 on an upper guide 53 when the upper seal
block 51 is slidably engaged with the upper guide 53. The
upper guide 53 can be configured to be mounted within the
astragal body 12 in a stationary position, and can include a
latch opening 52. As shown in FIG. 5, an upper spring stop 69
and a lower spring stop 59 can be attached to the upper shoot
bolt 14. A push sleeve 55 can be slidably received on a lower
end of the upper shoot bolt 14, and a first spring 57 can be
disposed between the lower spring stop 59 and the push sleeve
55. Similarly and as shown in FIGS. 6 A-6D, the lower shoot
bolt assembly 60 can include a lower guide 63 with a latch
opening 62 and a sliding lower seal block 61. A lower spring
stop 169 and an upper spring stop 159 can be attached to the
lower shoot bolt 14. A push sleeve 65 can be slidably received
on an upper end of the lower shoot bolt 16, and a first spring
157 can be disposed between the upper spring stop 159 and
the push sleeve 65. As shown in FIGS. 2A and 6D, a second
spring 167 can be disposed between the upper spring stop 169
and the lower seal block 61. A retainer ring 68 on the upper
end of the lower shoot bolt 16 can retain the push sleeve 65 on
the lower shoot bolt 16. A resilient seal 163 can be attached to
a lower end of the lower seal block 61. The upper shoot bolt
assembly 50 and the lower shoot bolt assembly 60 can be
substantially identical to each other or mirror images of each
other.

Operation of a lower shoot bolt assembly 60 is illustrated in
FIGS. 6 A-6D. Operation of the upper shoot bolt assembly 50
can be substantially the same. In FIGS. 6 A-6D, the resilient
seal 163 is disposed on the bottom end of the seal block 61 and
surrounds the lower shoot bolt 16. The seal 163 can be con-
structed of a resilient material such as foam rubber, or the like.
In FIG. 6A, the lower shoot bolt 13 and seal block 61 are
shown in their retracted positions relative to a guide 63 and
body 12. In this retracted position, the lower end of the lower
shoot bolt 16 does not extend a substantial distance below the
lower end ofthe body 12, and is not engaged in an aligned bolt
cup 303 in an underlying sill 300 of a door frame. As the shoot
bolt actuator 22 (shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 2B) is manually
actuated, the lower actuator link 13 pushes downward on the
push sleeve 65, and causes the push sleeve 65 to translate
downward relative to the guide 63 and body 12. The down-
ward translating push sleeve 65 pushes against a first spring
157 which pushes against an upper spring stop 69, thus caus-
ing the upper spring stop 69 and shoot bolt 16 to move
downward. As the shoot bolt 16 moves downward, the lower
spring stop 169 pushes on the second spring 167 which
pushes on the lower seal block 61, thus causing downward
translation of the seal block 61. As shown in FIG. 6B, down-
ward translation of the seal block 61 continues until the seal
163 contacts the underlying sill 300. In this position, the
lower end of the lower shoot bolt 16 is proximate to the
aligned bolt cup 303 in the sill 300.

As shown in FIGS. 6C and 6D, as the push sleeve 65 and
shoot bolt 16 continue to translate downward, the lower end
of'the shoot bolt 16 extends past the seal 163 and is received
within the aligned bolt cup 303 in the sill 300. At this point,
the first spring 157 is partially compressed, and biases the
shoot bolt 16 toward its locked position. In addition, further
downward movement of the second push fitting 69 acts to
compress the second spring 167 against the slider 61, thereby
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biasing the slider 61 and seal 163 against the sill 300. The
preloaded seal 163 can prevent moisture from entering any
gap that exists beneath a lower portion of an associated active
door panel 100 and a lower end of the astragal 10. Both the
first and second springs 157, 167 are at their minimum com-
pressed lengths and exert maximum forces when the shoot
bolts 14, 16 and slider 61 are fully extended. The springs 157,
167 permit the length of travel of the seal block 61 and shoot
bolt 13 to vary in order to accommodate differences in con-
figuration between installations. Reversing the shoot bolt
actuator 22 causes the lower shoot bolt 16 and lower seal
block 61 to disengage from the sill 300 and bolt cup 303.

The upper shoot bolt assembly 50 can be simultaneously
actuated by the shoot bolt actuator 22 and upper actuator link
11 (see FIG. 2), and can operate substantially identically to
the lower shoot bolt assembly 60 described above. The upper
shoot bolt 14 can engage an aligned opening in a bolt plate
affixed to an overlying header (not shown), for example.
When the upper and lower shoot bolts 14, 16 are extended and
are engaged in respective openings in a doorframe, the bolts
14, 16 fix an inactive door panel 200 to which the astragal 10
is attached in a closed position within the doorframe.

FIGS. 7 and 8 show one embodiment of a multi-point latch
actuator assembly 40 for use in a multi-point locking astragal
10. In this embodiment, the actuator assembly 40 can include
a base 42 and a cam follower 48. The cam follower 48 can be
slidably disposed on or within the base 42. An actuator spring
41 can be disposed between the base 42 and the cam follower
48. The base 42 can include an opening 44 configured to
receive an aligned deadbolt from a cooperating active door
panel (not shown). A cam 46 can be pivotally connected to the
base 42, such as in slots 45, and can be at least partially
disposed within the opening 44. Rotation of the cam 46
causes sliding movement of the cam follower 48 on the base
42, and compression of the actuator spring 41. The cam 46
can be configured and positioned in the opening 44 such that
when a deadbolt is received in the opening 44, the deadbolt
forces the cam 46 to upwardly rotate, which causes vertical
sliding movement of the cam follower 48. The cam follower
48 is operably connected to the push rod 25 shown in FIG. 2B.
Accordingly, insertion of a deadbolt into the opening 44
results in associated vertical movement of both the cam fol-
lower 48 and the push rod 25.

Operation of the multi-point latches 24, 26 is illustrated
schematically in FIGS. 9A-10B. In FIGS. 9A and 9B, the
upper multi-point latch 24 is pivotally disposed in an astragal
housing 12. As described above, the upper and lower latches
24, 26 can be pivotally mounted within openings 52 in the
shoot bolt actuator assemblies 50, 60 of an astragal 10. In the
embodiment shown, the latch 24 pivots about a vertical axis
that is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the astragal 10. An
actuator cam 46 is pivotally disposed within an opening 44
that aligns with a deadbolt 104 in a cooperating active door
panel. A cam follower 48 is movably disposed proximate to
the cam 46, and is operably connected to a push rod 25. A
spring 41 biases the cam follower 48 in a downward position.
A latch actuation member 47 on an upper end of the push rod
25 is positioned proximate to the latch 24. As shown in FIG.
9B, when the latch 24 is in a retracted position, substantially
no portion of the latch 24 outwardly extends from the astragal
10, and the latch 24 is not engaged with an adjacent keeper
pawl 92 of a keeper 90 on a cooperating active door panel 100.

As shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B, when the deadbolt 104 is
received in the opening 44 and displaces the cam 46, the cam
follower 48, push rod 25 and latch actuation member 47 are
pushed upward by the cam 46. Upward movement of the latch
actuation member 47 causes rotation of the latch pawl 24,
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thus causing the latch pawl 24 to outwardly extend from the
astragal 10. When outwardly extended, the latch pawl 24
engages the keeper pawl 92 of the aligned keeper 90 on the
adjacent active door panel 100, and blocks movement of the
active panel 100 relative to the astragal 10. The lower multi-
point latch 26 shown in FIG. 1 can operate similarly to and
simultaneously with the upper latch 24. Accordingly, when a
deadbolt 104 of a cooperating active door panel 100 is
received in the astragal 10, the active door panel 100 is
engaged with the astragal 10 at multiple points along its
length, including at the deadbolt 104, at the upper latch 24,
and at the lower latch 26. Conversely, when the deadbolt 104
is extracted from the opening 44, the spring 41 causes the cam
follower 48, push rod 25 and latch actuation member 47, latch
24 and cam 46 to return to the unlocked positions shown in
FIGS. 9A and 9B.

Operation of the multi-point latches 24, 26 is further illus-
trated in FIGS. 11A and 11B. In FIG. 11A, an upper latch
pawl 24 is rotatably connected to an upper shoot bolt 16.
Alternatively, the latch pawl can be otherwise rotatably
mounted within the body 12. The latch pawl 24 is shown in a
retracted unlocked position in FIG. 11A. In this position, a
catch portion 73 of the latch pawl 24 is positioned proximate
to an aperture 124 in the body 12. Preferably, the catch portion
73 is fully recessed within the aperture 124 or does not pro-
trude from the aperture 124 a substantial distance when the
latch pawl 24 is in its retracted position. A first cam surface 49
of'alatch actuation member 47 is positioned below and proxi-
mate to the upper latch pawl 24. A resilient member 79
contacts a portion of the latch pawl 24. A resilient seal 19
provides a weather-resistant seal between the active door
panel 100 and the astragal 10 when the active door panel 100
is shut. A latch keeper 90 is installed along the inside vertical
edge 102 of an associated active door panel 100 such that the
latch keeper 90 is proximate to the aperture 124 in the body 12
when the active door panel 100 is closed against the astragal.

Upward movement of the latch actuation member 47
causes the first cam surface 49 to contact the latch pawl 24 and
forces the latch pawl 24 to pivot to the extended or locked
position shown in FIG. 11B. As described above, such
upward movement of the latch actuation member 47 results
when a deadbolt 104 is received by the latch actuator assem-
bly 40. In the locked position, the catch portion 73 of the latch
pawl 24 outwardly extends from the aperture 124. In this
locked position, retraction of the latch pawl 24 is blocked by
the latch actuation member 47 which is positioned immedi-
ately behind the latch pawl 24. As can be seen by comparing
FIGS. 11A and 11B; the resilient member 79 is displaced by
the latch pawl 24 as the latch pawl 24 moves from its retracted
unlocked position to its extended locked position. When
extended, the catch portion 73 engages the latch keeper 90,
thereby preventing the active door panel 100 from being
opened. Retraction of the deadbolt 104 from the latch actuator
assembly 40 causes downward movement of the latch actua-
tion member 47 away from the latch pawl. Once the latch
actuation member 47 is disengaged from the latch pawl 24,
the resilient member 79 forces the latch pawl 24 to pivot back
to the retracted or unlocked position shown in FIG. 11A.
Once the deadbolt 104 and latch pawl 24 are retracted, the
catch portion 73 is disengaged from the latch keeper 90, and
the active door panel 100 is free to open. The lower latch pawl
26 can be configured to be moved between its locked and
unlocked positions in the same manner or a substantially
similar manner.

One embodiment of a latch actuation member 47 is shown
in FIG. 12. The latch actuation member 47 can include a first
portion 83 and second portion 85 connected by a coupling 87
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and separated by a void 81 in between. The first portion 83 can
include a first cam surface 49, and the second portion 85 can
include an opposed cam surface 89. Accordingly, the first
portion 83 and the second portion 85 can be mirror images of
each other. The latch actuation member 47 can be configured
to cooperate with a latch pawl 24, 26 like that shown in FIG.
13. The latch pawl 24, 26 can include a body 71 having a catch
portion 73, aheel 77, and a pawl cam surface 43. The body 71
can be connected to a pivot mount 75.

FIG. 14 shows the upper latch pawl 24 engaged with the
latch actuation member 47 on the upper end of the push rod
25. The latch pawl 24 is shown in a retracted position. The
body 71 of the latch pawl 24 can be disposed within the void
81 between the first portion 83 and the second portion 85 of
the latch actuation member 47. In this position, the pawl cam
surface 43 on the pawl 24 and the first cam surface 49 on the
latch actuation member 47 can be proximate to each other.
Upward movement of the latch actuation member 47 can
cause the first cam surface 49 to push against the pawl cam
surface 43 such that the body 71 of the pawl 24 is wedged out
of'the void 81, and to rotate to its locked position. Conversely,
downward movement of the latch actuation member 47 can
realign the pawl 24 with the void 81, and can permit the body
portion 71 of the pawl 24 to retract to its unlocked position
within the void 81. The lower latch pawl 26 and lower latch
actuation member 47 can be similarly configured. The sym-
metry of the first and second portions 83, 85 permits identical
latch actuation members 47 to be used on both the top and
bottom ends of the push rod 25.

One embodiment of a keeper 90 for use with a multipoint
locking system that includes a multi-point latch 24, 26 that
pivots about a vertical axis is shown in FIGS. 15-17. In this
embodiment, the keeper 90 can include a keeper base 96 with
an opening 98. A keeper pawl 92 can be pivotally disposed in
the opening 98 such that the keeper pawl 92 can reside within
the opening 98 or can outwardly extend from the opening 98.
As shown in FIG. 17, the keeper pawl 92 can snap into a
mating recess 91 in the keeper base 96. A spring 94 can bias
the keeper pawl 92 away from the base 96 and opening 98 and
cause the keeper pawl 92 to outwardly extend from the base
96 and opening 98 in a free state. As shown in FIGS. 15-17,
the spring 94 can be aleaf'spring, and can be anchored in a slot
95 in the base 96.

As shown in FIGS. 11 A and 11B, the spring-biased keeper
pawl 92 can outwardly extend from the edge of a cooperating
active door panel 100 such that the keeper pawl 92 extends
across a gap between the astragal 10 and the active panel 100,
and contacts the adjacent astragal 10. Because the spring 94
pushes the keeper pawl 92 toward the astragal 10, contact
between the keeper pawl 92 and astragal 10 can occur though
there may be substantial variation in the width of the gap
between the door panel 100 and the astragal 10 from one
installation to another. Accordingly, the keeper 90 can be
self-adjusting. In addition, because the keeper pawl 92 can
always be positioned against the astragal 10, the likelihood
that the catch portion 73 of an associated latch pawl 24, 26
will engage the keeper pawl 92 when the rotating latch pawl
24, 26 extends outward from the astragal 10 is maximized.
Furthermore, because the keeper pawl 92 can pivot about a
vertical axis, an extended keeper pawl 92 can deflect inwardly
(i.e., toward the inactive panel 200) as an active panel 100 is
closed against an adjacent astragal 10. Therefore, the keeper
pawl 92 will not catch on the astragal 10 as the active panel
100 closes. In addition, contact with a portion of an adjacent
astragal 10 can reinforce the keeper pawl 92 when forces
tending to pull the pawl 92 away from the keeper 90 are
exerted on the pawl 92 by an engaged latch 24, 26.
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Another embodiment of a keeper 190 for use with a mul-
tipoint locking system that includes a multi-point latch 24, 26
that pivots about a vertical axis is shown in FIGS. 18-21. In
this embodiment, the keeper 190 can include a keeper base
196, a pawl support 197, and a keeper pawl 192 pivotally
mounted to the pawl support 197. As shown in FIG. 20, the
pawl support 197 is received in a cavity in the keeper base
196. As shown in FIGS. 18,19 and 21, when the pawl support
is received in the keeper base 196, the keeper pawl 192 out-
wardly and movably extends from the base 196. As seen best
in FIG. 21, the pawl] support 197 can include a first magnet
199 and the keeper pawl 192 can include a second magnet
191. The magnets 199, 191 are arranged such that like poles
of each magnet face each other. Accordingly, the magnets
199, 191 repel each other, and bias the pivoting keeper pawl
192 away from the base 196. When the keeper 190 is installed
along the non-hinged edge of a door panel 100 as shown in
FIGS. 11A and 11B, the magnets 199, 191 (not shown in FIG.
11A or 11B) urge the keeper pawl 192 away from the door
panel 100 and toward an opposed door panel 200. Accord-
ingly, the keeper pawl 192 can outwardly extend from the
edge of a cooperating active door panel 100 such that the
keeper pawl 192 extends across a gap between the an astragal
10 and the active panel 100, and contacts the adjacent astragal
10. Because the magnets 199, 191 push the keeper pawl 92
toward the astragal 10, contact between the keeper pawl 192
and astragal 10 can occur though there may be substantial
variation in the width of the gap between the door panel 100
and the astragal 10 from one installation to another. Accord-
ingly, the keeper 190 can be self-adjusting. In addition,
because the keeper pawl 192 can always be positioned against
the astragal 10, the likelihood that the catch portion 73 of an
associated latch pawl 24, 26 will engage the keeper pawl 192
when the rotating latch pawl 24, 26 extends outward from the
astragal 10 is maximized. Furthermore, because the keeper
pawl 192 can pivot about a vertical axis, an extended keeper
pawl 192 can deflect inwardly (i.e., toward the inactive panel
200) as an active panel 100 is closed against an adjacent
astragal 10. Therefore, the keeper pawl 192 will not catch on
the astragal 10 as the active panel 100 closes. In addition,
contact with a portion of an adjacent astragal 10 can reinforce
the keeper pawl 192 when forces tending to pull the pawl 192
away from the keeper 190 are exerted on the pawl 192 by an
engaged latch 24, 26.

The keeper 190 shown in FIGS. 18-20 also can be adjusted
to optimally align the keeper pawl 192 with a latch pawl 24,
26 in an opposing astragal 10. As shown in FIG. 20, the pawl
support 197 is slidably received in the keeper base 196. The
depth that the pawl support 197 is inserted into the base can be
selected such that the pivoting keeper pawl 192 is located at a
desired position relative to the base 196. As shown in FIG. 21,
the base 196 can include a first plurality of ridges 193, and the
pawl support 197 includes a cooperating second plurality of
ridges 195. When the pawl support 197 is inserted into the
base to a desired depth and the keeper 196 is installed within
a mating pocket within a door’s edge, the ridges 193, 195 are
pressed together, and cooperate to prevent the pawl support
197 from moving within the base 196. To adjust the alignment
of'the pawl support 197 in the base 196, the keeper 190 can be
removed from the pocket in the door, the pawl support 197
can be repositioned within the base 196, and the keeper 190
can be reinstalled in the pocket in the door. Accordingly, the
keeper 190 can be adjusted to correct any misalignment
between the keeper pawl 192 and a latch pawl 24, 26 in an
opposing astragal 10, and a slight lateral mislocation of a
milled pocket in a door for receiving the keeper 190 can be
accommodated.
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As shown in FIG. 22, a multi-point locking system 110 that
is substantially similar to that described above for a multi-
point locking astragal 10 can also be incorporated into an
elongated vertical doorframe member 112 for use with a
single door panel installation. The vertical frame member 112
can be a side jamb like that shown in FIG. 18, or can be a
mullion, for example. The vertical frame member 112 can
include a stop 114 and a latch portion 117. The vertical frame
member 112 can be configured such that when the non-
hinged vertical edge of an associated single door panel (not
shown) is closed against the stop 114, the non-hinged vertical
edge of the door will be positioned immediately adjacent to
the latch portion 117. As shown in FIG. 22, upper and lower
pivoting latch pawls 124 and a latch actuator assembly 140
can by mounted along the latch portion 117. A channel 125
can be provided in the latch portion 117 for receiving a
pushrod (not shown) that operably couples the latch actuator
assembly 140 to the latch pawls 124. The latch actuator
assembly 140 and latch pawls 124 can be substantially similar
to the latch actuator assembly 40 and latch pawls 24, 26
described above, for example. In addition, the latch pawls 124
can cooperate with latch actuation members 47 like those
described above. The locking system 110 can be configured
such that when a deadbolt is received in an opening 144 in the
latch actuator assembly 140, the upper and lower latch pawls
124 both outwardly pivot to their extended locking positions.
Latch keepers 90 like those described above can be provided
on the non-hinged vertical edge of a cooperating single door
panel for engagement with the extended latch pawls 124,
thereby securing the door in a closed position against the
vertical frame member 112.

The above descriptions of preferred embodiments of the
invention are intended to illustrate various aspects and fea-
tures of the invention without limitation. Persons of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize that certain changes and modi-
fications can be made to the described embodiments without
departing from the scope of the invention. For example, while
the invention has been described for use with swinging door
panels, a locking system according to the invention can also
be applied to casement window panels and casement window
frames, or the like. All such changes and modifications are
intended to be within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An entryway comprising, a sill spanning a bottom of the
entryway and having a lower bolt opening, a normally inac-
tive door panel, a normally active door panel, and an astragal
mounted to and extending along an unhinged edge of the
normally inactive door panel, the astragal comprising:

an elongated body having opposite top and bottom;

afirst shoot bolt at one end of the elongated body and being
movable between a retracted position substantially with-
drawn into the elongated body and an extended position
projecting in an axial direction from the one end of the
astragal;

a second shoot bolt at the opposite end of the elongated
body and being movable between a retracted position
substantially withdrawn into the elongated body and an
extended position projecting in an axial direction from
the opposite end of the astragal;

a seal block substantially surrounding the first shoot bolt
and being movable between a non-sealing position sub-
stantially withdrawn into the elongated body and a seal-
ing position projecting in an axial direction from the one
end of the elongated body, the seal block having a bolt
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passage therethrough, the first shoot bolt being slidably
disposed through the passage;

a shoot bolt actuator accessible on the elongated body and
being movable between an unlocked position and a
locked position, the shoot bolt actuator being linked
through a plurality of actuator links to the first and sec-
ond shoot bolts and to the seal block, the actuator links
being configured upon movement of the shoot bolt
actuator from its unlocked position toward its locked
position to drive the seal block toward the sealing posi-
tion until the seal block engages against the sill, to drive
the first shoot bolt from the retracted position toward the
extended position, and to drive the second shoot bolt
from the retracted position toward the extended position;

a first spring configured to bias the first shoot bolt; and

a second spring configured to bias the seal block, wherein
the second spring has a first length when the seal block is
in the non-sealing position and the shoot bolt actuator is
in the unlocked position, and

wherein the second spring has a second length when the
seal block is in the sealing position engaged with the sill
and the shoot bolt actuator is in the locked position, the
first length being longer than the second length.

2. The entryway according to claim 1 wherein the shoot
bolt actuator is configured to move both the first shoot bolt
and the second shoot bolt from their retracted positions
toward their extended positions substantially simultaneously.

3. The entryway according to claim 1 further comprising a
plurality of spaced latch pawls disposed in the elongated
body, each latch pawl being movable between an unlocked
position substantially contained within the elongated body
and a locked position projecting from the elongated body ina
direction away from the unhinged edge of the inactive door
panel.

4. The entryway according to claim 3 further comprising a
latch actuator configured to move the spaced latch pawls
between their unlocked positions and their locked positions
substantially simultaneously.

5. The entryway according to claim 3 wherein the latch
actuator includes a base having an opening configure to
receive a deadbolt, the latch actuator is configured to move
the spaced latch pawls from their unlocked positions to their
locked positions as the deadbolt is received in the opening.

6. The entryway according to claim 3 wherein each latch
pawl pivots about a vertical axis as the latch pawls move
between their locked and unlocked positions.

7. The entryway according to claim 3 further comprising a
plurality of latch keepers affixed along a non-hinged vertical
edge of the normally active door panel such that each latch
keeper vertically aligns with one of the latch pawls, and
wherein each latch keeper includes a pivoting keeper pawl
that outwardly extends from the non-hinged vertical edge of
the active door panel.

8. The entryway according to claim 1, wherein the actuator
links are further configured such that continued movement of
the shoot bolt actuator to its locked position compresses the
first spring to apply a progressively increasing biasing force
to the first shoot bolt, thereby biasing the first shoot bolt into
engagement within the lower bolt opening.

9. The entryway according to claim 1, wherein the first
spring and the second spring are spaced apart along the body
and coaxial with one another.

10. The entryway according to claim 1, further comprising
a resilient seal attached to a lower end of the seal block.
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